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Samantha Staab

By David Greenberg

“Sam” Staab has exhibited the perfect

combination of her parent’s best traits. Like
her parents, Rick and Michelle, she was competitive
but fair and passionate about everything she did
from schoolwork to playing with her friends. She
loved soccer and tennis the most, but participated
in all of the neighborhood sports and activities with
a must-win attitude that never waned.

She has also been very supportive of her older
brother, Tyler, 11, who was diagnosed with Dystonia
in 2006. Dystonia is a neurological-movement
disorder in which constant muscle contractions
cause twisting and repetitive movement or unusual
postures. It is often inherited, but can also be caused
byother factorssuch asbirth-related or other physical
trauma, infection, poisoning or drug reaction.

For the first seven years of her life, Samantha

Dystonia:

Samantha Staab

Sam would often stay by her brother’s side when
the other children would be off playing games. She genuinely loved helping her
parents take care of Tyler and would tell their friends that she felt lucky to be
able to help her brother. When the family formed Tyler’s Hope for a Dystonia
Cure in 2006, Sam was one of its most energetic volunteers. In many ways, she
understood better than many adults that the hard work might one daylead to a
cure. Her energy and smile are still a catalyst at the fundraising functions.

In the summer of 2008, Sam was diagnosed with the same disease. Younger
brother Luke, 5, has not exhibited any symptoms of Dystonia, and his family
prays that he never will.

Michelle and Rick Staab and children Tyler, Samantha, and Luke
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Sam’s Dystonia has accelerated faster than Tyler’s, especially in her legs,
and has twisted her left foot to a 55-degree angle, effectively taking away her
ability to walk. Her right arm is now also impacted, and that has limited her
ability to write. As a result of these issues and the pain inherent with Dystonia,
Sam has had to give up her beloved bike, soccer, tennis and many of the other
activities that kept her so active and close to her friends.

“Samantha is one of the most courageous people that I know, and then I
remember she is only seven,” said Rick Staab. “I am very proud of her.”

She is blessed, however, with a tremendous group of friends and their
families that remain close and supportive without ever making her feel special.
Sam now has a new, very classy wheelchair with front wheels that light up as
they roll and does a great job of keeping up with all of the activities around

her. As with Tyler, her biggest challenges are spiritual, and she
fights hard to keep her energy and morale up through the tough
cycles.

“It is very hard to tell if her witnessing Tyler’s struggles has
given her insight to help with the challenges, or expectations of
along road,” said Rick Staab. “But we know she is a very bright
student and a hard worker.”

Samantha has tried various chemical cocktails to help her
deal with the pain as she battles Dystonia, but she was recently
taken off all of them. In December, she was given Botox as part
of an effort to loosen her foot.

“So far, the Botox has helped alittle and given some hope to
Sam,” said Staab. “But there is a lot more to do.”

To learn more about the challenges facing Samantha, Tyler
and the rest of the Staab family and others facing this crippling
disease, and how you can help with Tyler’s Hope for a Dystonia
Cure, go online to www.tylershope.org. [H]
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